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KING OF
THE HILL

MCINTOSH REFERENCE COMPONENTS PROVE BIGGER

IS BETTER.

GUTT

ou know the way

motorcyclists feel

about Harley-Davidson?

Mclntosh components

cast a similar spell over
audiophiles. Both brands are patently

old-school American icons, revered in

equal measure for their history, style, and
performance. McIntosh’s market position
has always been staunchly high-end, but

the company is extending its reach to

the Reference

stratospheric levels wit

Series. Each component was conceivec

a grander scale than anything ever

attempted in the brand’s storied 57-year
history. Behold the MCD1000 CD

1000 ¢

nsport and separate MDA

tal-to-analog converter, the C1000 con
figurable tube/solid-state controller and
preamplifier, the MC2K'W monoblock
wplifier, and the XRT2K speak-

ers. All of these components are crafted

power ;

in large part at McIntosh’s Binghamton,
MN.Y. headquarters.

The XRT2K speaker’s sound is
every bit as visceral and dramatic as
you would expect from a 452-pound,

7-foot-tall speaker boasting 64 2-inch

titanium midrange drivers, 40 0
inch titanium tweeters, and six 12-inch
aluminum woofers! Those multtudi-

nous drivers not only look impressive,
th
full force of the mighty MC2K'W am-
plifier. The speaker’s

+y allow the speaker to handle the

‘line array” driver
columns project a wide arc of sound
to all the listeners in your room. The
XRT2K is exquisitely finished in high

gloss piano black, but custom finishes
are available on a special-order basis.

Each MC2K'W monaural, sing
channel 2,000-watt amplifier can

muster 8,000 watts for brief musical

peaks, or when King Kong shows an

uppity dinosaur who's boss. Even with

all that power on tap, the MC2ZK'W

runs almost cool to the touch, so heroic
ventilaton schemes are unnecessary.
of the 2KV

parts count mandated deployment over

The size and weigh

three super-sized chassis. There are

two 1,000-watt power modules; each

contains half of the balanced amplifica-

tion circuitry and inc Orporates Its own

ap 30 20

power supply. The power modules are
coupled to the output module, which

r's control

functions as the amplifi

center and houses the input and output

nections and a turquoise-blue power

meter. Did [ mention these are hug

amplifiers? The six-chassis, stereo pair
of MCZKW amy
pounds! Also noteworthy: McIntosh

rs weighs 1,024

ht be facturer of

: only

solid-state amplifiers using output trans

formers to optimize the power transfer

from amplifier to speaker. The idea is to
create a design that can never, ever ap-
proach its operational limits, so the amp
is always coasting no matter what.

The C1000 stereo preamplifier
old “What's t

vacuum tubes or solid-state circuitry?”

addresses the ter:

conundrum head-on. This three-chassis

The MC2KW consists of two power modules
and one output module (below)—and that's
just for one channel. The blue power meter

rlk of Meln-

on the output module is a hall

tosh amplification.
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The ACT line of speakers from
BC Acoustique, a reference in French
HiFi, is today internationaly reknown, The
A1 is a technological jewel. The first
fioorstander of the ACT will allow every
music lover to access

new and i
authentic § é
musical | 2
sensations. o8 p

oustique

US Importer: Musical Sounds (203) 877
W MUSICAlSoUnds. us

Canada: Audio Dream (403) 280-5804
www.audiodream.ca

international: BC Acoustique +33 (1) 43 68 25 00
$ @ be-acoustigue.com

www.bc-acoustique.com
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preamplifier employs both technolo-
gies, united within the C1000 controller.
With the mere turn of a knob you can

te or tube cir-

listen through the solid-s

cuits, or both at the same time. [ find the

tubes’ sound supremely vivid, but I am
swayed by the solid-state’s firmer control
of the XRT2K’s phalanx of woofers.

The nice thing is, you can switch in the

flavor that suits the music or mood at a
moment’s notice.

Instead of a traditional CD player, the
ultimate Mclntosh system uses a separate
MCD1000 transport connected directly
to the Mclntosh MDA1000 digital-to-
analog converter, which also upsamples
CD’ native 44.1-kilohertz sampling rate
to 768 kilohertz for improved sound.

Each of the Reference components’
chassis is machined from thick black
anodized aluminum panels. All of the
components can easily be integrated into
an automated control system.

I audition the complete system at one
of Mclntosh’s Platinum Premier Dealers,
Stereo Exchange in New York City. Sales-
man Allan Rohde’s extraordinary dedica-
tion to the Reference system setup details
makes the most of my listening time. First
thing I notice about the sound is that it
is undeniably bigger than the sound of

stems [ have heard. Where

other meg;

others’ speakers might use just a single
tweeter, one or two midrange drivers,
and possibly a small group of woofers to

The power module (left) provides
the actual amplification for the
speakers. Two power modules are

required to drive each speaker.

One amplifies the positive half of
a sound wave, the other amplifies
th

ment is called fully complemen-

negative half. This arrange-

tary or balanced amplification.

It helps cancel out noise, and it

also allows the ampl

er to swing

Il negative

from full pos

more quick

make sound, the stereo pair of McIntosh
speakers does the same job with hun-
dreds of drivers. The unbridled power of
the Reference system is most apparent
when reproducing the sound of piano. As
I listen to Allen Toussaint’s grand piano
on the Owr New Orleans benefit CD,

the sound is more ... well, more there.
Enjoyed at a realistic volume, the piano’s

and

Anmuac

weighty presence, musical dy
nuance are, for once, fully realized. On
the same CD, Charlie Miller’
New Orl
Jjust a heartfelt vocal and soaring solo

trumpet. On another track, Randy New-

“Prayer for

15" raises goose bumps with

man joins in with his “Louisiana 1927,
accompanied by string players from the
ew York Philharmo

Louisiana and ! ic

Orchestras. The sound is lush and warm,
but the Reference system can also pin

your ears back when Bruce Springsteen
and the E Street Band hit their orgasmic
peaks. The loud sound is surprisi

gly easy

to take because even at rock concert vol-

ume levels, the big Macs are cruising, and

live

sounding a good deal better than am
concert | have ever attended. Sure, other
high-end flagships may sound more see-
through transparent or produce stereo
imaging with greater precision, but the
tiber Mclntoshs can get down and boo-
gie like no other high-end system on the
planet. With the XRT2K’ 12 woofers at
your beck and call, a subwoofer seems an
unnecessary indulgence.




You can see from the 11 pairs of binding

on the back of each XRT2K (above) what a

complex speaker this is. It incorporates 40
4 midrange drivers, and six

in a single tower.

Introducing CinemaSITE™ by RBH.

CinemaSITE wature In-wall Theater ! s high-quality furniture
grade cabinetry featuring RBH's highly .lu.| ulnui Signature Series in-wall
\!\{_,ll\l.r\_ CinemaSITE can be installed in a few hours rather than ds 1ys
or weeks and is available in natural cherry, mahogany or can be custom
finished to match virtually any décor.

All speakers and subwoofers are concealed in cosmetically and acoustically
correct locations throughout the room. In addition, each speaker location
houses your choice of three models of Signature In-wall speakers for a
truly customized home theater environment.

Please contact us for more information.






